
“The Past, Present and Future of the 
Rule of Law” International Seminar 
 

"The Past, Present and Future of the Rule of Law“ International Seminar was successfully held in 
Renmin Law School in Mingfa Building on 5th September, 2015. The seminar was organized by 
Renmin Law School, University of Oxford Faculty of Law, Korea Foundation for Advanced Studies. 
The seminar was in the name of the 800th anniversary of the birth of Magna Carta and scholars 
talked about the history and background of the Magna Carta and the future of the rule of law. 

Over 100 scholars from the United Kingdom, the United States, Australia, Canada and the South 
Korea attended the seminar. Judge Xiao Yang, former Chief Justice of the Supreme People’s Court, 
Professor Zhang Wenxian, Vice President of the China Law Society, Professor Wang Liming of Renmin 
Law School, Dean Han Dayuan of Renmin Law School, Professor Susumu Yamauchi, Former President 
and Professor of Hitotsubashi University, Song Sang-Hyun, Former President of International 
Criminal Court, The Rt Hon. Lord Justice Laws, Lord Justice of Appeal of Royal Courts of Justice of 
England and Wales, Timothy Endicott, Dean and Professor of University of Oxford Faculty of Law and 
other specialists spoke at the seminar.  

 

 

Professor Wang Liming of Renmin Law School refer to the Magna Carta as the symbol of modern 
political order which refined the public power and protected the private rights. The newly revised 
Legislation Law of PRC established the principal of statutory taxation which coordinated with the 
Magna Carta. 



 

Zhang Wenxian thought the Magna Carta was the common knowledge that we all agreed to in the 
legal field. Various legal actions reflected the same idea to implement the rule of law. In the process 
of Chinese law construction, foreign experiences would be the continuous nutrition of Chinese law 
development and the globalization would foster this process. Dean Timothy Endicott of University of 
Oxford Faculty of Law, Richard Pascoe, Executive Director of Great Britain-China Centre and Park In-
Kook expressed their opinions toward the Magna Carta.  

 



 

 



 

Dean Han Dayuan of Renmin Law School pointed out that the idea that the king had to follow the 
laws was the common wealth of human race and the core concept hadn’t change in the past 800 
years. Comparing to the modern history of China, in spite of the conflict between the idealistic 
theory and the reality, the rule of law had been accepted widely and started having its place in 
maintaining justice, peace and protect human rights in practice. 

 

Judge Xiao, Dean Timothy Endicott and Richard Pascoe unveiled the plaque of “Website of Common 
Law Center”. 

 

  



 

The report sessions was hosted by Professor Zhang Zhiming. The Rt Hon. Lord Justice Laws, Professor 
Song Xiangxian, Vice President Sir Robert Worcester, Professor Zhu Jingwen, Professor Timothy 
Endicott, Professor He Qinhua and Professor Li Buyun. 

 

The Rt Hon. Lord Justice Laws made a report on “The Paradox of Power”. He pointed out that China 
was in the process of merging its history with the spirit of the Magna Carta to create its own legal 
order. The balance between law and the country was needed to reach the harmony between law 
and the government. We would always need power and be afraid of the evil side of power, which 
was core of the paradox of the rule of law. 

 



 

Professor Song Sang-Hyun reported on “International Criminal Court in Operation and its 
Challenges”. He briefly introduced the structure and function of ICC, the procedure of initiation of 
investigation, evidence, trail and appeal and the problems that ICC was facing. He hoped to 
strengthen the cooperation with governments and maximize ICC’s function. 

 

Sir Robert Worcester reported on “The Relevance of Magna Carta’s Principles in the 21st Century”. 
He thought the Magna Carta was the symbol of civilization. Before the Magna Carta, People lived 
under the shadow of the king; After the birth of Magna Carta, human rights rooted deeply in 
people’s mind. 

 



 

Professor Zhu Jingwen talked about the Universality and Particularity of the Rule of Law: Practice in 
China. He divided rule of law into three steps: rule of regulation, rule of equality, rule of good law. 
The rule of good law required the minimum common view of what was the good law, which in his 
opinion was the effective control of power. 

 

Professor Timothy Endicott made a speech “Magna Carta 1215: A Glorious Failure”. He brought up 
the idea that the Magna Carta was actually a failure because it was soon abandoned. However, the 
limit of king power was much more detailed and concrete than unwritten law as the first 
constitutional legal document. 

 



 

Professor He Qinhua share his investigation of the formation of Magna Carta. He explained the 
history background and cause of its birth. New meanings had been constantly given to the Magna 
Carta throughout history and during this process, Magna Carta developed its own characters. 

 

Professor Li Buyun talked about his opinions about the past, present and future of the rule of law in 
China. The history of rule of law in China was flexuous. In 1999, 



 

In the afternoon of September 5th and 6th, five sessions of academic seminar were held: “Magna 
Carta and the World”, “Magna Carta, Constitutional Moments and Public Law”, “Magna Carta and 
Contemporary Rule of Law”, “Magna Carta and Due Process”, “Magna Carta and Human Rights 
Protection”. 

Professor Michael Hor was the chairperson of the first session. Professor Wang Yunxia made a report 
on Legacy of Magna Carta in Historical Context. She pointed out that Magna Carta was first an 
important tool to adjust power allocation between the king and noble men and then the protection 
for civilian against king power. Associate Professor Rachel Taylor of University of Oxford Faculty of 
Law gave a speech on “Magna Carta: Bringing Rights Home?”. He thought the symbolic meaning of 
Magna Carta was a treasure and the common law would be a future hot topic under the 
constitutionalism. Associate Professor H. Robert Baker of Georgia State University talked about 
Magna Carta and the American Historical Imagination. He thought the core impact that Magna Carta 
had on the US was the limitation for power. Professor XU Guodong of Xiamen University Law School 
gave a speech on Magna Carta and the Leges Sacratae: A Comparative Study. He thought both 
documents reflected the compromise of opposing parties in the same community. 



 

 

Session 2 was hosted by Associate Professor Nicholas Barber of University of Oxford Faculty of Law. 
Former President and Professor Susumu Yamauchi of Hitotsubashi University talker about the Clause 
61 of Magna Carta and Peace. He thought the Magna Carta restored order for the society and 
protected people from tyranny which was common at that time for anarchism was popular in the 
Medieval Europe. Professor Andrew Le Sueur of University of Essex gave a speech on 25 Barons and 
other Enforcement Mechanisms: English Attitudes to Controlling Governmental Power. He pointed 
out that British government saw the judgements of courts as optional. Courts wished to advise 
instead of compel the government to carry out the judgment. Director and Professor GAO Quanxi of 
Institute for Advanced Studies in Humanities and Social Sciences, Beihang University gave a speech 
on The Generation of Constitutional Norms: From Ancient to Modern. He thought politics was a 
necessary support for constitutionalism. Reader John Allison of University of Cambridge Faculty of 



Law gave a speech on the Turning of the Rule of Law into an English Constitutional Idea and 
Researcher LI Honghai of Peking Law School gave a speech on What Can We Learn from Magna Carta 
as in China. 

 

The third section was hold by Professor Zheng Yongliu from China University of Political Science and 
Law. Associate Professor Jo Murkens from London School of Economics gave a speech on 
“Comparative Research on Rule of Law”, pointing out that the rule of law was a universal value, and 
American legal system relied on the country’s guidance, which was the tool to realize justice and 
protect people’s basic rights. Michael Sevel from Sydney Law School gave a speech on" Rethinking of 
rule of law and human rights". He said that the definition of rule of law and human rights in the 
Charter of United Nations was wrong. The rule of law and human rights could be separated in theory 
and practice. Associate Professor Wang Xu published a report entitled "A Few Basic Propositions of 
Contemporary Chinese Constitutionalism" speech, in which he proposed a national basis of Non-
contractual theory of constitutionalism, while noting the challenges such as lacking accountability. 



 

The fourth section was hold by Professor Wang Chenguang from Tsinghua Law School. Professor 
Chen Weidong from Renmin Law School gave a speech on “Several Important Problems of 
Litigation Reform centered on Trial ”。 He pointed out that this reform involved structural 
problems of litigation. Vice Dean of Tsinghua Law School, Zhang Weijian gave a speech on 
“Posthumous Benefits of <Magna Carta>”. He said that Magna Carta restricted King’s power under 
Law. Rule of Law cannot be obtained if the power overriding litigation cannot be removed. 

 

The Fifth section contained two parts. The first part was hold by Professor Li Shuzhong. Professor 
Zhu Wenqi gave a speech on “Human Right Protection and International Criminal Trial”. He pointed 
out that the Magna Carta was the source of rights and obligations, and the UN Security Council’s 
setting up the International Criminal Tribunal for the foundation came from the “UN Charter”. He 



believes that justice cannot be achieved without a lawyer. However, there was lack of basic respect 
for lawyers in China. 

 

The second part was hold by Vice Dean Professor Shi Yan’an. Professor Xie Wangyuan pointed out in 
the paper “The Development of Death Penalty System Policy in China” that, Human right protection 
was the core theory of Death Penalty System, and human right protection also needed the 
restriction of the national power. The comprehensive discussion section was chaired by Associate 
Professor Jiang Dong. Professor He Jiahong firstly made his concluding remarks. He believed that the 
meeting was a broad discussion by reviewing the past, which could create a better future. Dean of 
Cape Town Law School, Professor Hugh Corder subsequently made a video statement, pointing out 
that China has made great progress in the rule of law, and through the development, written law in 
China must be changed to practice law. 



 

 



 

 

This meeting is the East Asia's largest international academic conference commemorating the 800th 
anniversary of "Magna Carta". On behalf of the organizers, Professor Shi Yan'an spoke highly of 
scholars from various countries in the 800th anniversary of "Magna Carta", and extended sincere 
thanks to working staff. 

 

(Editor: Wang Yi, Fang Xiaoyi) 


